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A B ST R AC T 
 

 KEYWORDS 

The traditional Toraja house known as Tongkonan is a work of aesthetic 
expression and architectural image of the Toraja tribe that has the value and 
meaning of local wisdom in its architectural design. This study aims to further 
study the Tongkonan house and explore the aesthetic value and meaning of local 
wisdom contained in the Tongkonan traditional house as the identity of the Toraja 
tribal community. With qualitative research methods and data collection 
techniques using library studies from several sources of documents or literature 
related to the research topic, it can be seen if visually, the architectural design 
construction of the Toraja traditional house (Tongkonan) consists of the legs 
formed by wooden poles, the body part which contains the spaces that are lined 
up and the upper part is a roof made of bamboo which is divided into two and 
arranged overlapping each other. Each of its components is considered to have 
visual and ritual elements that have symbolic meaning, both in the form of the 
Tongkonan itself as a whole and in its complementary visual elements. From the 
results of this study, it can be concluded that the Tongkonan house is not only a 
residence for the Toraja people, but in it there are various functions and meanings 
that cover all aspects from belief to life which become an identity for the Toraja 
people themselves. both in the form of Tongkonan itself as a whole and in the 
complementary visual elements. From the results of this study, it can be 
concluded that the Tongkonan house is not only a residence for the Toraja people, 
but in it there are various functions and meanings that cover all aspects from 
belief to life which become an identity for the Toraja people themselves. both in 
the form of Tongkonan itself as a whole and in the complementary visual 
elements. From the results of this study, it can be concluded that the Tongkonan 
house is not only a residence for the Toraja people, but in it there are various 
functions and meanings that cover all aspects from belief to life which become an 
identity for the Toraja people themselves. 
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2. Method 

3. Results and Discussion 

3.1. Tongkonan House Concept 
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3.2. The Influence of the Aluk Todolo Belief System of the Toraja Tribe Community on the Tongkonan 
House 

Fig. 1.  The division of the universe in Tongkonan is based on the belief of Aluk Todolo (Aziz 2004). 
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Fig. 2.  Ceremony Procession of Rambu Solo’. (Source : pasangmata.detik.com & lokalisme.id) 

 

Fig. 3.  Ceremony Procession of Rambu Tuka’ (Source : rhimanovel.wordpress.com & jendela-
seni.blogspot.com) 

110 



Pendhapa 87 
ISSN 2086-8138 (print) | 2745-7249 (online) Vol. 12., No. 2, December  2021, pp. 83-95 

 

Maulana Yuan Aldana et al. (Exploration Aesthetic Values and Meaning…) 

 

3.3. Tongkonan House Parts and Their Functions 

 

Fig. 4.  Sulluk Banua (Source : tamaramustikasari.blogspot.com) 

 

Fig. 5.  Kalle Banua (Source : docplayer.info) 
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Fig. 6.  The cardinal directions in the Tongkonan spatial arrangement (Source : Said, 2004) 
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Fig. 7.  Rattiang Banua (Source : rumahmewahcantik.blogspot.com & wikipedia.org)  

3.4. Ornaments on Tongkonan House 

 

Fig. 8.   Pa’ Tedong carving pattern (Source : docplayer.info) 
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Fig. 9.  Pa’ Manuk Londong carving pattern (Source : sunrise.maplogs.com) 

 

Fig. 10. Pa’ Barre Allo carving pattern (Source : torajasatu.com) 

 

Fig. 11. Pa’ Sussu’ carving pattern (Source : atemalem.com) 



Pendhapa 91 
ISSN 2086-8138 (print) | 2745-7249 (online) Vol. 12., No. 2, December  2021, pp. 83-95 

 

Maulana Yuan Aldana et al. (Exploration Aesthetic Values and Meaning…) 

 

 

Fig. 12. Pa’ Kapu’ Baka carving pattern (Source : ettapedia.org) 

Fig. 13. Kabongo and katik ornaments (Source : kipbrispdr.org) 
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Fig. 14. Buffalo horn ornament on the front of the Tongkonan  
(Source : hardianimalscience.wordpress.com) 

 

Fig. 15. Tongkonan Layuk (Source : repositori.kemdikbud.go.id/) 
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Fig. 16. Tongkonan Pekamberan or Pekaindoran (Source : repositori.kemdikbud.go.id/) 

 

Fig. 17. Tongkonan Batu A’riri (Source : repositori.kemdikbud.go.id/) 
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3.5. The Meaning of Tongkonan Traditional House 

4. Conclusion 
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